
 

  1 

Centre for the Study of Regional Development 

School of Social Sciences, JNU 

RD 637:  
Economic Growth, Population and Structural Change 
Winter Semester 2016 

M 10-11/TW 11.20-12.20 

Course-in-Charges:  

Dr Deepak K Mishra 

E-Mail: deepakmishra@jnu.ac.in 

Phone: 011-26704578 

Office: Room 107, CSRD, SSS-III, JNU 

Overview 

This course provides an introduction to the inter-relationship between population growth and 

economic development.  

Goals 

This course will serve to introduce the various concepts of economic growth and population to the students. 

The interrelationship between population growth and economic development will be examined in detail. 

The course will also review the structural changes brought about by economic growth and the implications 

for the population. 

Evaluation1 

Total Credits: 4  

Review Essay 0.5; Presentation/ Assignment 0.5; Term Paper and Viva 1; End Semester Exam 

2.0 

Milestones 

5th February 2016 

Finalisation of Topics for Review Essay 

24th February 2016 

Finalisation of Topics for Term Paper 

21 March 2015 

Submission of Review Essay 

22 April 2015 

Submission of Term Paper 
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RD 637:  

Economic Growth, Population and Structural Change 

Course Content 

1. Economic Growth and Structural Change (DKM) 

1.1 Economic Growth and Development, Structural Change: Basic Concepts, Kuznets: A Contemporary 

Assessment: Sectoral Share in GDP and workforce, factor-share in national income and distribution of 

income; Inter-sectoral balance, Service Sector Growth; Growth and Structural Change in India  

1.2 Population in the theories of Economic Growth: Overview of Harrod-Domar, Solow, 

Endogenous Growth Theories-The role of savings, capital formation, technological changes and 

human capital in the process of economic development. Lewis Model: Dual Economy, Surplus 

Labour. 

2. Interrelationship between Economic Development and Population (SNG) 

2.1 Economic Consequences of Population Growth: Macroeconomic Analysis-Demographic 

Transition, Malthusian View and Critics. Marxian views on population. 

2.2 Microeconomic Foundations: Economic Theory of Family: Becker; The micro-economics of 

Fertility: Becker 

2.3 Impact of Population Growth on Economic Development: Negative and Positive effects; 

Population, inequality and poverty, Population and innovation: Boserup and Simon; Demographic 

Dividend: Bloom 

3. Employment, Education and Migration (DKM) 

3.1 Economics of Labour: Age and Sex structure of Population; Dependency Rate, Labour Force 

Participation, Female labour supply, Recent Changes in Employment and unemployment in India, 

rural labour market. 

3.2 Economics of Education: Investment and Returns to Education  

3.2 Theories of Migration: Harris-Todaro, New Economics of Labour Migration, Migration and 

Development in India; Seasonal and Circular Migration 

4. Population, Development and Environment (SNG) 

4.1 Population growth and Production relations in agrarian economies, Relationship between 

landholding and fertility, Peasant labour supply, population growth, poverty and food security. 

4.2 The Environmental Impact of Population, Population growth, resource availability and 

environmental quality. 

4.3 Population Growth and Climate Change: Impact of climate change on food supply; vulnerability 

and adaptation to climate change 
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(Reading list will be updated in the class) 

 


